PART III

Earthquake at Yokohama

My “involvement” with the Japanese was about to begin, but long
before, in 1923, Uncle Sam had had a different kind of involvement
in Japan that was without a doubt the most dramatic and unusual “sea
story” of any of our experiences. By then he was a senior captain in
the Canadian Pacific Railway steamship service, short, stocky as a bear,
with firm, clefted chin, piercing blue eyes, and a rolling sailor’s walk.
Before the war he had commanded Ewmzpress of China and Empress of
India, graceful yacht-like liners with white hulls, clipper bows, and
raked funnels, almost like clipper ships without sails, and a lovely
addition to the scene in Pacific ports. :

In World War I he had done troopship duty on converted CPR
ships and was Exec on.a CPR liner which finally trapped the German
raider Emden in the Cocos Islands in a highly publicized episode of
the early days of the war. His first postwar assignment was to go to
Hamburg to take over the German liner Tirpitz, which the Kaiser had
planned to use as his royal yacht for the expected surrender of the
Allied fleets. She had gone to the British as reparations and was sold
by them to CPR and renamed Empress of Australia. He was her captain
on September 1, 1923, and she was in Yokohama, a regular stop on
her voyages between Hong Kong and Vancouver, British Columbia.
The following account is taken from his personal papers, reporting on
what happened on that and the next few days.

10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



